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South Carolina's Riverfront

MINUTES OF MAY 4, 2026

Briton S. Williams, Mayor
Kevin W. Toole, Councilmember - Mayor Pro Tem
Dennis C. Briatico, Councilmember
David B. Buck, Councilmember
Pat C. Carpenter, Councilmember
John M. Felak, Councilmember
Robert L. Freitas, Councilmember

ORDER OF BUSINESS

The Public Power Hour was streamed for public viewing online at: “City of North Augusta — Public
Information” on www.Facebook.com and “City of North Augusta Public Information” on
www.YouTube.com.

PUBLIC POWER HOUR

The May 4, 2026 Public Power Hour began at 5:30pm. Members present were Mayor Williams,
Councilmembers Buck, Briatico, Carpenter, Felak, Freitas, and Toole.

Also, in attendance were Ricky Jones, Manager of Information Technology and Jamie Barton, City Clerk.
1. Mary Anne Bigger, Executive Director, Arts & Heritage Center, spoke on Celebrating 250 Years

and the Events. (See Attachment #PPH1)
e For all the events on their website: https://artsandheritagecenter.com/

Beth Francis, representative of the local Daughters of American Revolution (DAR) spoke on
the LeRoy Hammond Park. (See Attachment #PPH1a)

2. William Jackson, spoke on alternative funding sources for Parcels B and D. (See Attachment
#PPH2)

3. Mitzi Hawkins and Brenda Clark, inquired on their utility billings.

The Public Power Hour concluded at 5:47pm.
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REGULAR MEETING

The Regular meeting of the City Council of the City of North Augusta of May 4, 2026 having been duly
publicized was called to order by Mayor Williams at 6:00pm and also streamed online for public viewing
at “City of North Augusta —Public Information” on www.Facebook.com and on the “City of North Augusta
Public Information” on www.YouTube.com. Per Section 30-4-80, (e) notice of the meeting by email was
sent out to the current maintained “Agenda Mailout” list consisting of news media outlets and individuals
or companies requesting notification. Notice of the meeting was also posted on the outside doors of the
Municipal Center, the main bulletin board of the Municipal Center located on the first floor, and the City
of North Augusta website.

Members present were Mayor Williams, Councilmembers Buck, Briatico, Carpenter, Felak, Freitas, and
Toole.

Also in attendance were James S. Clifford, City Administrator; J.D. McCauley, Assistant Administrator; Kelly
F. Zier, City Attorney; Chief Junior Johnson, Public Safety; Tommy Paradise, Director of Planning &

Development; Jamie Barton, City Clerk; and Ricky Jones, Manager of Information Technology.

ITEM 4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes of the City Council Meeting of April 20, 2026 and Study Session of April 27, 2026, were
approved as submitted by general consent.

ITEM 5. PROCLAMATION(S):

a. North Augusta High School Lady Jacket Wrestling Team — 2026 Lower State Wrestling
Champion

Mayor Williams read the North Augusta High School Lady Jacket Wrestling Team — 2026 Lower State
Wrestling Champion proclamation and presented the proclamation to Lydia Hill. (See Attachment #5a)

b. North Augusta High School Jackets Wrestling Team — 2026 Lower State Wrestling Champion

Mayor Williams read the North Augusta High School Jackets Wrestling Team — 2026 Lower State Wrestling
Champion proclamation and presented the proclamation to Nathan Seawright. (See Attachment #5b)

c. Law Enforcement Week — May 10 — May 16, 2026

Mayor Williams read the Law Enforcement Week — May 10 — May 16, 2026 proclamation and presented
the proclamation to Public Safety Chief Junior Johnson. (See Attachment #5c)

d. Public Works Week — May 17 — May 23, 2026

Mayor Williams read the Public Works Week — May 17 — May 23, 2026 proclamation into the minutes.
(See Attachment #5d)
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ITEM 6. PERSONNEL:

a. Introduction of Public Safety K-9’s River and Raven

Mayor Williams introduced Public Safety K-9’s River and Raven. He thanked Mrs. Debra Sibley for her
donation to the North Augusta Public Safety Foundation that made this possible. (See Attachment #6a)

OLD BUSINESS
ITEM 7. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT: Ordinance No. 2026-09 To Approve the General Development

Plan for the 201.8+ Acre the Hive Planned Development on the East Side of West Martintown Road
Between Knobcone Avenue and Interstate 20 — Second Reading

No public comment.
It was moved by Councilmember Carpenter, seconded by Councilmember Briatico, to approve Ordinance
No. 2026-09 To Approve the General Development Plan for the 201.8+ Acre the Hive Planned
Development on the East Side of West Martintown Road Between Knobcone Avenue and Interstate 20 —
Second Reading. Unanimously Approved. (See Attachment #7)

NEW BUSINESS

ITEM 8. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT: Resolution No. 2026-26 To Approve Signage for Hammond’s Ferry

No public comment.

Administrator Clifford stated that the resolution is only coming to City due to the sign being on City
property.

It was moved by Councilmember Freitas, seconded by Councilmember Buck, to approve Resolution No.
2026-26 To Approve Signage for Hammond’s Ferry. Unanimously Approved. (See Attachment #8)

ITEM 9. PUBLIC SAFETY: Resolution No. 2026-27 Authorizing the City of North Augusta to Make
Improvements at the Animal Control Shelter Facility

Administrator Clifford provided history on how the list for improvements came about in conjunction with
staff and the citizen group on the three (3) projects that were selected with an amount not to exceed
$40,000 that will come out of the Capital Projects Fund.

Public Safety Chief Johnson, highlighted on the 3 items of improvement which is noted in the resolution.

Public Comments:

Tabitha Waldrop, resident, thanked everyone for the improvements and asked to allow a public safety
officer to work on the weekends in the afternoon at the that animal shelter facility to break up the time
the animals are in the kennels.

Tyler Galles, Friends of the North Augusta Animals (FONNA) President, thanked Council or consideration
of the investments and spoke on a future shelter. (See Attachment #PC9)
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Councilmember Carpenter spoke on nonprofits that raise money for improvements within the City and
suggested that FONNA raise the funds for the facility.

Mayor Williams provided background information regarding the City’s assistance with the animal shelter
facility which included the three projects and the addition of a part-time employee to work weekends
starting July 1, 2026. In addition, he noted that if a nonprofit wanted to pay for an off-duty officer to work
weekends, that is an option. He further clarified that the animal shelter committee is not run by the City
and that direction will come from the committee to the City.

Councilmember Briatico suggested to council to stay in the animal shelter facility for 22 hours and
commented on utilizing the interest from the DOE funds to assist with a public/private partnership.

Councilmember Freitas clarified as the councilmember liaison on the committee that the committee is
not ready to accept donations as they are working on their 501(c)3 status and until that is approved they
are unable to accept donations.

It was moved by Councilmember Buck, seconded by Councilmember Briatico, to approve Resolution No.
2026-27 Authorizing the City of North Augusta to Make Improvements at the Animal Control Shelter
Facility. Unanimously Approved. (See Attachment #9)

ITEM 10. ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS: Resolution No. 2026-28 Amending the Previously Authorized
Budget for the Willow Creek Drive Streambank Stabilization Project

No public comment.

Administrator Clifford stated that the NRCS Grant is covering the project.

It was moved by Councilmember Toole, seconded by Councilmember Briatico, to approve Resolution No.
2026-28 Amending the Previously Authorized Budget for the Willow Creek Drive Streambank Stabilization

Project. Unanimously Approved. (See Attachment #10)

ITEM 11. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

No report.

ITEM 12. PRESENTATIONS/COMMUNICATIONS/RECOGNITION OF VISITORS:

A. Citizen Comments:

No public comment.

Laura Garner, resident, inquired on the status of the old public safety building as far as maintenance and
future use of the property.

Mayor Williams responded that a future study session would occur to discuss what the City will be doing
with the property. In addition, potentially in late June or July the building will be pressure washed.

Administrator Clifford noted that the building inside is still in workable condition.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-28
AMENDING THE PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED BUDGET FOR
THE WILLOW CREEK DRIVE STREAMBANK STABILIZATION PROJECT

WHEREAS, Resolution 2024-55 authorized the City Administrator the execute an Agreement with
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for a grant to perform repairs to waterways damaged
by Hurricane Helene; and

WHEREAS, the grant budget included $843,125.00, 100% reimbursable, for construction expenses
related to debris removal and creek stabilization of various sites; and

WHEREAS, Resolution 2026-12 established the Willow Creek Drive Streambank Stabilization
Project at a total cost not to exceed $315,000.00; and

WHEREAS, other expenditures and encumbrances totaling $340,653.00, as authorized by
Resolutions 2025-23, 2026-11, and 2026-24 results in a grant balance of $187,472.00; and

WHEREAS, in the course of the streambank stabilization project, sub-surface soil conditions were
encountered, in addition to under-estimation of required materials, resulting in additional construction
costs; and

WHEREAS, the contractor, 6G Construction LLC has submitted change order requests totaling
$55,000.00 in excess of the previously authorized budget for this contract; and

WHEREAS, the Engineering Department has reviewed these change orders and believe that the
amounts are reasonable, and recommend their approval.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of North
Augusta, South Carolina, in meeting duly assembled and by the authority thereof that the original contract
budget for the Willow Creek Drive Streambank Stabilization Project shall be increased by $55,000, for a
total project budget not to exceed $370,000.00.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that funding for payments pursuant to this contract will be from
the General Fund — Disaster Relief Efforts.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that reimbursement received from NRCS shall be deposited into
the General Fund.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE City Administrator is authorized to execute any
documents required for the entering into of this contract.

DONE, RATIFIED AND ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF NORTH AUGUSTA, SOUTH CAROLINA, ON THIS DAY OF MAY, 2026.

Briton S. Williams, Mayor

ATTEST:

Jamie Barton, City Clerk





