South Carolina's Riverfront

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 13, 2025

Briton S. Williams, Mayor
Kevin W. Toole, Councilmember — Mayor Pro Tem
Dennis C. Briatico, Councilmember
David B. Buck, Councilmember
Pat C. Carpenter, Councilmember
John M. Felak, Councilmember
Robert L. Freitas, Councilmember

ORDER OF BUSINESS
STUDY SESSION

The Study Session of October 13, 2025 for the City Council of the City of North Augusta, having been duly
publicized, was called to order by Mayor Williams at 6:00pm and also streamed online for public viewing at the
City Facebook page: “City of North Augusta — Public Information” and City YouTube page: “City of North Augusta
Public Information.”

Per Section 30-4-80(e) notice of the meetings was sent out by email to the current maintained “Agenda Mailout”
list consisting of news media outlets and individuals or companies requesting notification. Notice of the
meetings was also posted on the outside doors of the Municipal Center, the main bulletin board of the Municipal
Center located on the first floor, and the City of North Augusta website.

Members present were Mayor Williams, Councilmembers Briatico, Carpenter, Felak, Freitas, and Toole.
Member absent was Councilmember Buck.

Also in attendance were James S. Clifford, City Administrator; J.D. McCauley, Assistant Administrator; Kelly F.
Zier, City Attorney; Thomas C. Zeaser, Director of Engineering and Public Works; Captain Luke Sherman, Public
Safety; Tommy Paradise, Director of Planning & Development; James Sutton, Director of Public Services; Rick
Meyer, Director of Parks & Recreation, Karl Waldhauer, Manager of Tourism; Lynda Williamson, Director of
Finance; Kayla Ferguson, Manager of Human Resources; Jamie Paul, City Clerk; and Ricky Jones, Manager of
Information Technology.
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ITEM1. CITY COUNCIL MEETING:

Administrator Clifford led Council’s discussion of items for the October 20, 2025 regular meeting. (See
Attachment #1)

ITEM 2. DEPARTMENT DETAILS:

Administrator Clifford stated that the department details were provided for their information. (See
Attachment #2)

ITEM 3. MAYOR'’S MATTERS:

(A) FOCUS ITEM(S):

i. Overview on the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Grant — Engineering & Public
Works

Engineering and Public Works Director Zeaser presented an overview on the NRCS Grant. (See Attachment
#3Ai)

ii. Presentation to Change Local Election Date to Align with Federal Elections — Administration

Administrator Clifford and Attorney Zier spoke on the process to Change Local Election Date to Align with
Federal Elections which included a draft ordinance and letters to and from the Office of the Attorney General
for the State of South Carolina. (See Attachment #3Aii)

Discussion ensued relative to proceeding with the change of the general local election date to even years to
align with federal elections. It was clarified that the election cycle would begin with the November 2026
election. In addition, it was pointed out that the terms of the Mayor and Council would be shortened by six-
months.

It was the consensus of the board to proceed with the process of changing the general election to align with
the Federal Elections and to place the draft ordinance on the October 20, 2025 Council agenda.

(B) Mayor Williams will share reflections and announcements related to current City events and
opportunities

Mayor Williams highlighted on the following:

e Jack O Lantern Jubilee - October 24-25 and to visit Explore North Augusta’s Website for more
details:
o https://explorenorthaugusta.com
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http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
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http://www.northaugustasc.gov/jobs
mailto:sking@northaugustasc.gov
https://www.northaugustasc.gov/government/city-departments/human-resources/employment-opportunities
https://www.northaugustasc.gov/government/city-departments/human-resources/employment-opportunities
https://www.northaugustasc.gov/government/city-departments/human-resources/employment-opportunities
https://www.northaugustasc.gov/government/city-departments/human-resources/employment-opportunities
https://www.northaugustasc.gov/government/city-departments/human-resources/employment-opportunities
https://www.northaugustasc.gov/government/city-departments/human-resources/employment-opportunities/-fsiteid-1#!/
vhttps://www.northaugustasc.gov/government/city-departments/human-resources/employment-opportunities
https://www.northaugustasc.gov/government/city-departments/human-resources/employment-opportunities
https://www.northaugustasc.gov/government/city-departments/human-resources/employment-opportunities/-fsiteid-1#!/
https://www.northaugustasc.gov/government/city-departments/human-resources/employment-opportunities
https://www.northaugustasc.gov/government/city-departments/human-resources/employment-opportunities/-fsiteid-1#!/
https://www.northaugustasc.gov/government/city-departments/human-resources/employment-opportunities
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ORDINANCE NO. 2025-XX
AN ORDINANCE REVOKING SECTION 10-2 OF THE CURRENT CODE OF
LAWS FOR THE CITY OF NORTH AUGUSTA AND REPLACING SUCH
SECTION IN ITSENTIRETY.
SPECIFICALLY, THE AMENDMENT WILL CHANGE THE GENERAL
ELECTION DATE FOR THE CITY TO CORRESPOND TO THE FEDERAL
GENERAL ELECTION DATE.

WHEREAS, Title 10-2 of the current City Code for the City of North Augusta provides
for the general election for the City to be held the last Tuesday in April; and

WHEREAS, Holding the City election at a date different than the Federal General
Elections results in additional cost and expense to the City for such election; and

WHEREAS, The belief of Council is that conducting the City election on the same date as
the Federal election would result in greater voter participation; and

WHEREAS, Council has determined that it would be in the best interest of the citizens of
North Augusta that this change be made.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of
North Augusta, South Carolina, in a meeting duly assembled and by the authority thereof, that:

1. The existing Section 10-2 entitled Election Dates as contained in the Code of
Ordinances for the City of North Augusta is deleted in its entirety.

2. That the following will be substituted for the existing 10-2 and will be as
follows:

Section 10-2-Election Date:

All general elections for the election of Mayor and members of the City Council
shall be held on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in November in
even numbered years, or at such times as further set by Ordinance. Special
elections shall be conducted in accordance with State Law. Any runoff
elections necessary in regard to General or Special Elections shall be held two
(2) weeks following the date of the original election. Subsequent runoff
elections will be held at two (2) week intervals.
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3. All other Ordinances or parts of other Ordinances in conflict herewith are to
the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed.

4. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its adoption on second
and final reading.

DONE, RATIFIED AND ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF NORTH AUGUSTA, SOUTH CAROLINA, ON THIS DAY OF ,
2025.

First Reading

Briton S. Williams, Mayor
Second Reading

ATTEST:

Jamie Paul, City Clerk
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CITY OF NORTH AUGUSTA
Kelly F. Zier
City Attorney
602 West Avenue
North Augusta, SC 29841
Post Office Box 6516 (803) 279-5998 Office
North Augusta, SC 29861 (803) 278-4586 Facsimile

Office of The Honorable Alan Wilson
P.O. Box 11549
Columbia, SC 29211

RE: Request For Information on Behalf of City of North Augusta
Election question/ voting rights act preclearance

Dear Sir,

I am the City Attorney for North Augusta, and the city is considering making a change to
the date of general elections for Mayor and Council elections. I have reviewed a number
of opinions issued by your office related to such changes and it appears clear that the City
has the authority to do so by an Ordinance change.

My purpose for this correspondence is to hopefully get clarification related to any Voting
Rights Act preclearance that might be required for this change in a voting procedure.

It is my understanding that prior to the U.S. Supreme Court decision in the case of Shelby"
County V. Holder, 570US529(2013), that the state of South Carolina or any of its
political subunits were required to preclear any change related to elections. Specifically,
South Carolina was one of the states that was included under the provisions of section 5
of the Act.

The Holder decision determined that the coverage formula that was used to determine
which states and local governments were required to comply with the preclearance
requirements used outdated data and the formula was unconstitutional. As a result, South
Carolina, which was included in the original determination based upon the formula, was
no longer required to preclear changes.

My further understanding is that although congress has attempted to make changes to the
Act that would reinstate the section 5 preclearance requirement, that such attempts have
never been successful. As a result, the only basis for requiring preclearance at this time is
through what is generally referred to as the “Bail-in” provision under section 3(C) of the
Act. My further understanding that in order to invoke the provisions of 3(C) that it would
be necessary that an action be brought through a Federal Court alleging violations of the
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14™ or 15" Amendment and if it was determined that such violations existed that the
Court could then require future preclearance.

My research does not indicate that there has ever been an action brought against the State
of South Carolina under 3(C) and as a result thereof the State, nor its subunits, are
currently required to submit election/ voting changes for preclearance.

Hopefully, this is a simple question for someone in your office, that deals with these
matters regularly to answer.

What I understand, is that the current consensus of Mayor and Counsil is that they would
like to change our current general election date from April to November, making the city
general election date consistent with federal general elections.

It appears that in order to do this, the city would merely need to enact an Ordinance
changing the date. I am trying to make certain that there is no requirement of any type for
preclearance.

Whatever assistance that you could provide related to this matter would be greatly
appreciated.

With kind sgards,
[ am very fryly yours,

Kelly
City ey

KF¥Z: cd
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ALAN WILSON
ATTORNEY GENERAL

October 9, 2025

Kelly F. Zier, City Attorney
Cioty of North Augusta
602 West Avenue

North Augusta, SC 29841

Dear Mr. Zier:

Thank you for your letter of October 8, 2025 requesting an opinion of the
Attorney General's Office. Please be advised that I have forwarded your request
to our Opinions Division. After researching your questions, we will report back

to you.
Sincerely,
Alan Wilson
AW/l

ReMBERT C. DENNIS BUILDING ¢ PoST OFFICE Box 11549 ¢ CoLumsia, SC 29211-1549 * TELEPHONE 803-734-3970 * FacsIMILE 803-253-6283





