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South Carolina's Riverfront

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2025

Briton S. Williams, Mayor

Kevin W. Toole, Councilmember - Mayor Pro Tem
Dennis C. Briatico, Councilmember
David B. Buck, Councilmember
Pat C. Carpenter, Councilmember
John M. Felak, Councilmember
Robert L. Freitas, Councilmember

ORDER OF BUSINESS

The Public Power Hour was streamed for public viewing online at: “City of North Augusta — Public
Information” on www.Facebook.com and “City of North Augusta Public Information” on
www.YouTube.com.

PUBLIC POWER HOUR

The September 15, 2025 Public Power Hour began at 5:30pm.
Members present were Mayor Williams, Councilmembers Briatico, Buck, Carpenter, Felak, and Toole.

Member absent was Councilmember Freitas.
Also, in attendance were Ricky Jones, Manager of Information Technology and Jamie Paul, City Clerk.

1. April Jordan, Director of Cumbee Center to Assist Abused Persons, Inc., spoke on purple ribbons
in downtown for Domestic Violence Awareness Month. (See Attachment PPH#1)

2. Alexandra Jacobs, spoke on Friends of North Augusta Animals (FONAA) duties at the Animal
Control Shelter and improvements for the North Augusta Animal Control Facility.

3. Tyler Galles, representative of Friends of the North Augusta Animals, spoke on the matter of
requesting updates on Animal Control and next steps for the shelter planning. (See Attachment
PPH#3)

4. Dawn Porter, spoke on alternative avenues of promotion for the City’s Animal Control Shelter,

highlighted on costs for animals throughout the U.S., revenues from owning animals, and how to
start a new shelter building. (See Attachment PPH#4)

The Public Power Hour concluded at 6:03pm.
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REGULAR MEETING

The Regular meeting of the City Council of the City of North Augusta of September 15, 2025 having been
duly publicized was called to order by Mayor Williams at 6:04pm and also streamed online for public
viewing at “City of North Augusta — Public Information” on www.Facebook.com and on the “City of North
Augusta Public Information” on www.YouTube.com. Per Section 30-4-80, (e) notice of the meeting by
email was sent out to the current maintained “Agenda Mailout” list consisting of news media outlets and
individuals or companies requesting notification. Notice of the meeting was also posted on the outside
doors of the Municipal Center, the main bulletin board of the Municipal Center located on the first floor,
and the City of North Augusta website.

Members present were Mayor Williams, Councilmembers Briatico, Buck, Carpenter, Felak, and Toole.
Member absent was Councilmember Freitas.

Also in attendance were James S. Clifford, Administrator; Kelly F. Zier, City Attorney; Chief Junior Johnson,
Public Safety Director; Tommy Paradise, Planning & Development Director; Jamie Paul, City Clerk; and

Ricky Jones, Manager of Information Technology.

ITEM 4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes of the City Council Meeting of August 18, 2025, and Public Hearing & Study Session of
September 8, 2025, were approved as submitted by general consent.

ITEM 5. PROCLAMATION(S):

a. Constitution Week — September 17-23, 2025

Mayor Williams read the Constitution Week — September 7-13, 2025 proclamation and presented the
proclamation to Beth Francis. (See Attachment #5a)

NEW BUSINESS

ITEM 6. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT: Ordinance No. 2025-13 Adopting Procedures for the Imposition,
Calculation, Collection, Expenditure and Administration of Impact Fees to be Imposed on New
Development; Providing a Purpose and Intent; Providing Definitions; Providing General Provisions and
Applicability; Providing for the Establishment of Impact Fee Accounts; Providing for the Appropriation
of Impact Fee Funds; Providing for Refunds; Providing for Appeals; Providing for Conflict; Providing for
Severability; and Providing an Effective Date — First Reading

Administrator Clifford explained in detail the history of the study for the Impact Fees and highlighted on
the costs that the developer takes on.

Public Comment:

Jason Whinghter, Ivey Development, LLC, reiterated his past comments from last week’s public hearing
(9/8/25) that included the costs the developer takes on.

Tabitha Waldrop, resident, stated that for 200 units/homes per year would provide over $10M of impact
fees to the City if her math is correct and requests to approve the impact fees.
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Tiffany Heitzman, Executive Officer of the Home Builders Association Greater Aiken-Augusta Region,
commented on what the impact fees cannot be used for, such as the maintenance for the new parks. She
noted that every retail looks at traffic counts and rooftop count and pointed out that they want housing
affordable for the families.

Sharon Melton, resident, stated she is for impact fees and against impact fees percentage going to parks
and recreation. She asked that the impact fees be re-looked at as a whole. She stated that the impact
fee was rushed. In addition, she spoke on the aging equipment within public safety.

Council discussion ensued relative to updates to parks and new parks, operations & maintenance (O&M)
not included in impact fees, infrastructure as a higher priority than parks and recreation, and growth for
the city.

Councilmember Felak expressed his opinion on not supporting the impact fees with the emphasis on
O&M.

Councilmember Toole concurred with Mr. Felak’s comments and noted that infrastructure needs are a
higher priority than parks and recreation.

Mayor Williams stated that impact fees would still not affect growth and highlighted on the Council
comments.

It was moved by Councilmember Carpenter, seconded by Councilmember Buck, to Approve Ordinance
No. 2025-13 Adopting Procedures for the Imposition, Calculation, Collection, Expenditure and
Administration of Impact Fees to be Imposed on New Development; Providing a Purpose and Intent;
Providing Definitions; Providing General Provisions and Applicability; Providing for the Establishment of
Impact Fee Accounts; Providing for the Appropriation of Impact Fee Funds; Providing for Refunds;
Providing for Appeals; Providing for Conflict; Providing for Severability; and Providing an Effective Date —
First Reading. Vote: 5 — 1 with a Nay from Councilmember Felak. Approved. (See Attachment #6)

ITEM 7. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT: Ordinance No. 2025-14 Establishment of Impact Fee Charges—
First Reading

No public comment.

It was moved by Councilmember Briatico, seconded by Councilmember Carpenter, to Approve Ordinance
No. 2025-14 Establishment of Impact Fee Charges — First Reading. Vote: 5 — 1 with a Nay from
Councilmember Felak. Approved. (See Attachment #7)

ITEM 8. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT: Ordinance No. 2025-15 To Amend Section 2-16 of the North
Augusta City Code Regarding Impact Fees for Properties with Utilities Provided Through Annexation
Agreements — First Reading

No public comment.

It was moved by Councilmember Carpenter, seconded by Councilmember Buck, to Approve Ordinance
No. 2025-15 To Amend Section 2-16 of the North Augusta City Code Regarding Impact Fees for Properties
with Utilities Provided Through Annexation Agreements — First Reading. Vote: 5 — 1 with a Nay from
Councilmember Felak. Approved. (See Attachment #8)
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ITEM 9. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT: Ordinance No. 2025-16 To Amend the Zoning Map of the City of
North Augusta, South Carolina by Rezoning + 0.40 Acres of Land Owned by HF Developers, LLC, Tax
Parcel No. 007-13-01-014 from PD, Planned Development to DTMU2, Downtown Mixed Use 2 — First

Reading

No public comment.

Administrator Clifford displayed the Zoning map of the City and explained in detail the amendment to the
zoning map. He clarified that there would be two (2) parking spots. (See Attachment #9a)

It was moved by Councilmember Toole, seconded by Councilmember Carpenter, to Approve Ordinance
No. 2025-16 To Amend the Zoning Map of the City of North Augusta, South Carolina by Rezoning + 0.40
Acres of Land Owned by HF Developers, LLC, Tax Parcel No. 007-13-01-014 from PD, Planned Development
to DTMU2, Downtown Mixed Use 2 — First Reading. Vote: 5 — 1 with a Nay from Councilmember Briatico.
Approved. (See Attachment #9)

ITEM 10. PUBLIC SERVICES: Resolution No. 2025-28 Authorizing Multiple Expenditures from Fund 36
Ancillary to the Regional Solid Waste Transfer Station Project

No public comment.

It was moved by Councilmember Carpenter, seconded by Councilmember Toole, to Approve Resolution
No. 2025-28 Authorizing Multiple Expenditures from Fund 36 Ancillary to the Regional Solid Waste
Transfer Station Project. Unanimously Approved. (See Attachment #10)

ITEM 11. ADMINISTRATION: Resolution No. 2025-29 Authorizing Acceptance of Withdrawal of Awarded
Allocation of the Accommodations Tax Funding from the State of South Carolina for Tax Year 2023-2024
and Approval of Withdrawn Funds be Added to the Accommodations Tax Year 2024-2025
Accommodations Tax Funding Program

No public comment.

It was moved by Councilmember Toole, seconded by Councilmember Carpenter, to Approve Resolution
No. 2025-29 Authorizing Acceptance of Withdrawal of Awarded Allocation of the Accommodations Tax
Funding from the State of South Carolina for Tax Year 2023-2024 and Approval of Withdrawn Funds be
Added to the Accommodations Tax Year 2024-2025 Accommodations Tax Funding Program. Unanimously
Approved. (See Attachment #11)

ITEM 12. ADMINISTRATION: Resolution No. 2025-30 Committing the City of North Augusta to Providing
a Local Match for a Municipal Association of South Carolina Big Idea Grant and Following its
Procurement Policy when Securing Services and Products with Grant Funds

No public comment.

It was moved by Councilmember Toole, seconded by Councilmember Felak, to Approve Resolution No.
2025-30 Committing the City of North Augusta to Providing a Local Match for a Municipal Association of
South Carolina Big Idea Grant and Following its Procurement Policy when Securing Services and Products
with Grant Funds. Unanimously Approved. (See Attachment #12)
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ITEM 13. ADMINISTRATION: Resolution No. 2025-31 Authorizing Funding and Approval for Mural
Crosswalks at W. Pine Grove Avenue and West Avenue and Awarding Bid to Asphalt Concepts

No public comment.

Administrator Clifford clarified that the approval of this resolution is for the financial portion not the
artwork.

It was moved by Councilmember Toole, seconded by Councilmember Carpenter, to Resolution No. 2025-
31 Authorizing Funding and Approval for Mural Crosswalks at W. Pine Grove Avenue and West Avenue
and Awarding Bid to Asphalt Concepts. Unanimously Approved. (See Attachment #13)

ITEM 14. ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS: Resolution No. 2025-32 Authorizing the City of North
Augusta to Enter into a Contract with Steed Paving for the Riverside Village Bollard Project and Revising
the Budget for Vehicular and Pedestrian Safety Improvements in Riverside Village

No public comment.

It was moved by Councilmember Buck, seconded by Councilmember Carpenter, to Approve Resolution
No. 2025-32 Authorizing the City of North Augusta to Enter into a Contract with Steed Paving for the
Riverside Village Bollard Project and Revising the Budget for Vehicular and Pedestrian Safety
Improvements in Riverside Village. Unanimously Approved. (See Attachment #14)

ITEM 15. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

a. Update on Utility Billing System Transition

Administrator Clifford stated that for the month of August and the September 10 billings have gone out
on time and anticipates the September 25 billing to as well. He added that after the last billing cycle in
September the Finance Department will reinstitute the telephonic notification to citizens to inform the
citizens that are delayed on payments. He added that they are not instituting shut offs or late charges at
this time.

ITEM 16. PRESENTATIONS/COMMUNICATIONS/RECOGNITION OF VISITORS:

A. Citizen Comments:

No public comments.

B. Council Comments:

Councilmember Briatico commented that the North Augusta Animal Shelter is a centrally located animal
shelter and if both Edgefield and Aiken County are looking expand, why not invite both counties here to
expand with the City and have them burden some of the costs.

Mayor Williams highlighted on the following:

e Rock for Rescues Concert, October 3, 2025, 7:00-9:00pm, Sharon Jones Amphitheater
e Third Thursday Downtown — September 18 from 5:00pm-8:00pm
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