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South Carolina's Riverfront

MINUTES OF JULY 21, 2025

Briton S. Williams, Mayor

Kevin W. Toole, Councilmember - Mayor Pro Tem
Dennis C. Briatico, Councilmember
David B. Buck, Councilmember
Pat C. Carpenter, Councilmember
John M. Felak, Councilmember
Robert L. Freitas, Councilmember

ORDER OF BUSINESS

REGULAR MEETING

The Regular meeting of the City Council of the City of North Augusta of July 21, 2025 having been duly
publicized was called to order by Mayor Williams at 6:00pm and also streamed online for public viewing
at “City of North Augusta — Public Information” on www.Facebook.com and on the “City of North Augusta
Public Information” on www.YouTube.com. Per Section 30-4-80, (e) notice of the meeting by email was
sent out to the current maintained “Agenda Mailout” list consisting of news media outlets and individuals
or companies requesting notification. Notice of the meeting was also posted on the outside doors of the
Municipal Center, the main bulletin board of the Municipal Center located on the first floor, and the City
of North Augusta website.

Members present were Mayor Williams, Councilmembers Briatico, Buck, Carpenter, Felak, Freitas, and

Toole.

Also in attendance were James S. Clifford, City Administrator; J.D. McCauley, Assistant Administrator; Kelly
F. Zier, City Attorney; Chief Junior Johnson, Public Safety Director; Jamie Paul, City Clerk; and Ricky Jones,
Manager of Information Technology.
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ITEM 4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

The minutes of the City Council Meeting of July 7, 2025, and Study Session of July 14, 2025, were approved
as submitted by general consent.

ITEM 5. PERSONNEL:

a. Employee of the Quarter — April, May, and June 2025 - Craig McBride

Mayor Williams recognized Craig McBride for Employee of the Quarter. He stated that Craig McBride was
nominated by two people and read the nominations. (See Attachment #5a)

Mayor Williams presented Craig McBride with a plaque for Employee of the Quarter — April —June 2025.

b. Sgt. David Griffin, Public Safety, Retirement — Recognition of Service to the City of North
Augusta

Mayor Williams recognized Sgt. David Griffin for his service to the City and presented him with a plaque.
(See Attachment #5b)

Mayor Williams and Council congratulated Sgt. David Griffin on his retirement.
NEW BUSINESS

ITEM 6. ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS: Resolution No. 2025-24 Authorizing a Professional
Engineering Services Contract for the Georgia Avenue Traffic Calming Improvements, Phase 1

No public comment.

It was moved by Councilmember Carpenter, seconded by Councilmember Freitas, to Approve Resolution
No. 2025-24 Authorizing a Professional Engineering Services Contract for the Georgia Avenue Traffic
Calming Improvements, Phase 1. Vote: 6 — 1 with a Nay from Councilmember Briatico. Approved. (See
Attachment #6)

ITEM 7. ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS: Resolution No. 2025-25 Authorizing a Professional
Engineering Services Contract for the Crestview-Woodlawn Drainage Improvements

No public comment.
It was moved by Councilmember Buck, seconded by Councilmember Carpenter, to Approve Resolution

No. 2025-25 Authorizing a Professional Engineering Services Contract for the Crestview-Woodlawn
Drainage Improvements. Unanimously Approved. (See Attachment #7)
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ITEM 8. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

a. Update on Utility Billing System Transition
Administrator Clifford presented an update on the Utility Billing System Transition. (See Attachment #8a)

Administrator Clifford updated the Council on the following:
e Brick Pond Park water testing.
e Animal Control update —reinstitute volunteer taking home animals once updated liability waivers
are done.
Attorney Zier updated the Council on the updated volunteer form and liability coverage. Further
discussion ensued relative to liability coverage and who is covered.

e Temporary water service interruption in certain areas to allow for the replacement of a leaking
service valve.

(See Attachment #8 — Administrative Update)

ITEM 9. PRESENTATIONS/COMMUNICATIONS/RECOGNITION OF VISITORS:

A. Citizen Comments:

No public comment.

B. Council Comments:

Councilman Felak spoke on the first day of school starting today and the increase of traffic around the
schools. He thanked Public Safety for there presence around the high school and surrounding areas.

Mayor Williams recognized Councilman Buck for completing the Municipal Elected Officials (MEO)
Institute Track through MASC.

Mayor Williams recognized that Councilman Felak attended the Congressional Gold Medal Ceremony on
behalf of the City where National Montford Point Marine Association Charleston Chapter 47 presented a
Congressional Gold Medal posthumously to the family of Montford Point Marine, Pfc John Foushee on
July 11. He noted that the Montford Point Marines were the first African Americans to enlist in the U.S.
Marine Corps that served in WWII and that the Congressional Gold Medal bestowed by Congress is one
of the highest civilian awards in the United States.

Mayor Williams congratulated and thanked Public Safety Officers for the following:

e Lt. Velasco, Sgt. Mealing, Sgt. Haupfear, Sgt. Bone, Sgt. Rauton, Sgt. Golden, PSO Rousseau and
PSO Hardy attended training at the National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, MD last weekend

e Lt.Velasco and PSO Hardy attended the quarterly Mental Health and Substance Abuse consortium
at the Aiken Center Tuesday afternoon

e Lt. Hultmanand Lt. Harris completed the FBI-LEEDA Media and Public Relations course in
Columbia, SC this week

e Inv. Smith completed a 2-week Use of Force Instructor program through the Federal Law
Enforcement Training Center (FLETC) that was hosted by Columbia County School District Police
in Grovetown, GA
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-25
AUTHORIZING A PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES CONTRACT FOR THE
CRESTVIEW-WOODLAWN DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, the 2025 Annual Municipal Budget includes a list of Stormwater
Management Capital Improvement Projects in the Stormwater Utility Fund; and

WHEREAS, the #2 project on the list is “Paved Ditch between Fairway & Crestview”
(hereinafter referred to as “Crestview-Woodlawn Drainage Improvements”); and

WHEREAS, frequent impacts to private property due to deterioration of the existing
drainage ditch has prompted this project to be moved to the highest priority; and

WHEREAS, per Resolution No. 2025-03, the City entered into an on-call professional
engineering services contract for storm drainage capital projects with Thomas & Hutton (T&H);
and

WHEREAS, T&H has submitted a Scope of Services and Fee Proposal in the amount of
$59,800 for engineering services, as attached hereto, marked as Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the Director of Engineering & Public Works recommends that issuance of
a Work Authorization to T&H to be in the best interest of the City.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of
North Augusta, South Carolina, in meeting duly assembled and by the authority thereof that, T&H
shall be authorized to perform Professional Engineering Services for the Crestview-Woodlawn
Drainage Improvements for the amount of $59,800.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that funding for this Work Authorization shall be from
the Stormwater Utility Fund.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT THE City Administrator is authorized to execute
any documents required for the entering into of this contract.

DONE, RATIFIED AND ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF NORTH AUGUSTA, SOUTH CAROLINA, ON THIS DAY OF JULY, 2025.

Briton S. Williams, Mayor

ATTEST:

Jamie Paul, City Clerk












ATTACHMENT #7

Exhibit A
SCOPE OF SERVICES TO LETTER AGREEMENT FOR SERVICES BETWEEN Page 5 of 21
THOMAS & HUTTON ENGINEERING CO. (CONSULTANT) AND
CITY OF NORTH AUGUSTA (CLIENT)
CRESTVIEW-WOODLAWN DITCH IMPROVEMENTS JuLy 11, 2025

SCOPE OF SERVICES

Based on an initial site visit with the City of North Augusta, the existing concrete-lined drainage
ditch behind the lots between Crestview Ave and Woodlawn Ave in the Bahama Heights
neighborhood has become severely eroded and is partially blocked with debris. After an initial
consultation with the City of North Augusta, Thomas & Hutton plans to help the City address the
issues through a ditch improvement project. The ditch improvement project would include
reshaping the portions of the channel to provide sufficient capacity and relining the channel with
concrete to provide for a stable, low-maintenance solution.

Bahama .
Heights= %

\

Thomas & Hutton has prepared the following scope of work to assist the City of North Augusta in
surveying, designing, permitting, and constructing the proposed ditch improvement project.

CLIENT'S INITIALS

CONSULTANT'S INITIALS



SCOPE OF SERVICES TO LETTER AGREEMENT FOR SERVICES BETWEEN
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Exhibit A
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THOMAS & HUTTON ENGINEERING CO. (CONSULTANT) AND
CiITY OF NORTH AUGUSTA (CLIENT)
CRESTVIEW-WOODLAWN DITCH IMPROVEMENTS Jury 11, 2025

1. SCOPE OF SERVICES

A. General Consulting Phases

1.

Project Coordination

Consultant will provide monthly invoicing and progress updates throughout
the life of the project. Consultant will keep Client informed of any design or
schedule changes. Consultant coordinate with subconsultants and infernal
staff.

2, Project Meetings
The Consultant shall coordinate the project with Owner and atftend up to
two (2) meetings in support of the project. Meetings may include
coordination meetings with the City of North Augusta, on-site meetings, or
project update meetings. Should additional meetings be required, Owner
may be required to authorize additional funds.
B. General Study/Report Phases

Hydrologic and Hyrdaulic Study

Consultant will prepare a hydrologic model to estimate peak runoff rates in
the upper and lower portions of the proposed ditch improvement project.
Consultant will prepare a hydraulic model to include the existing drainage
pipes on the upper end of the project reach along Crestview Ave, the
existing drainage pipes on lower end of the project along W. Woodlawn
Ave, and along the proposed ditch improvement areas. The model will be
used to estimate water surface elevations and velocities along the
proposed difch improvement area for various design storms and to select
proposed dimensions for the improved ditch in order to strike a balance
between maximizing its level-of-service and managing the overall project
cost.

C. Survey Phases

Based upon the project area defined above, Consultant will perform the following
Survey Phase tasks using our local subconsultant, Jachens Land Surveying, Inc.:

1.

CLIENT'S INITIALS

Boundary Survey

Surveyor will conduct a boundary survey of the Project site as depicted by
Figure 1. The boundary survey shall be performed in conformance with the
minimum standard requirements for the appropriate location. Boundary
surveys shall consist of locating the lines and/or corners of tracts of land as
per deed descriptions and other evidence found on the ground. Work will
include running a basic field tfraverse, review of record deeds and plafs,
calculations and analysis of evidence found, establishment of lines, and
preparation of a plat to a suitable scale and size for recording in the office
of the appropriate agency (ex. Clerk of Superior Court) in accordance with
State standards. Survey will not be prepared in conformance with ALTA
standards.

CONSULTANT'S INITIALS
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ATTACHMENTE #8 - Administrative Update
Page 1 of 2

Administrative Reports (21 July 2025)

I have three additional updates this evening.

The first is an initial report about Brick Pond Parks. We received our results from the water treatment
plant late last week. The data are within the Regulation 61-68 Water Classifications and Standards for SC
Department of Environmental Services for a sensitive water and are not cause for concern of an illicit
discharge to Brick Pond Park. Along with this E. coli sampling there has been no visual evidence of a
sewer line overflow discharging to Brick Pond Park or resident complaints reported to the Stormwater
Department at this time.

On Tuesday, 15 July, our, Superintendent of Stormwater Services collected water samples and
performed field tests from various areas of Brick Pond Park, including the “constructed wetlands”
area, which was the topic of recent social media posts.

There were no signs of additional deceased or distressed aquatic wildlife, beyond those noted in
the original complaint.

There was no evidence of any active source of contamination, i.e. SSO (sanitary sewer
overflows).

Field testing consisted of DO (Dissolved Oxygen), pH, and Temperature. Dissolved oxygen
readings ranged from a low of 1.23 ppm to 4.01. Temperature ranged from 84F to 88F.

The DO levels, while lower than “optimum”, are not unusual for a wetland environment. DO
levels can fluctuate significantly on a daily basis and are influenced by many factors, including
water temp. Warmer water temps cannot hold higher concentrations of DO. It is also important
to note that these constructed wetlands were not intended for the purpose of rearing fish. The
City never intentionally introduced largemouth bass (the species identified in the complaint
photos) into these ponds, only catfish, grass carp, and bream species, which all can typically
tolerate lower oxygen levels than bass. As these ponds have no direct connection to a natural
water body, largemouth bass would have had to be artificially introduced.

The City’s water treatment laboratory conducted e.coli testing on the water samples. The bottom
line is the level of e.coli present is well below the SCDES safe level for natural public swimming
areas.

Additional samples were sent to a private laboratory for nutrient testing (nitrogen, phosphorous,
ammonia). While healthy ponds need these nutrients (fertilizing fish ponds is common),
excessive amounts can result in harmful algae blooms, which can indirectly harm wildlife and
humans. It will be a few weeks until we get those results back.

The waterfalls were repaired and put back into operation last Thursday, as well as the aerator in
east pond. Follow-up DO testing on Friday morning showed a moderate increase in the
constructed wetland.

Annual herbicide treatment to control water hyacinth and other invasive weeds was scheduled for
this week. We have asked the contractor to delay that treatment for a few weeks. This treatment,
while necessary, can also result in lowering DO levels due to the biological breakdown of the
dead vegetation.
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Second, I have a staff update regarding animal control in conjunction with Chief Johnson and our
City Attorney, Kelly Zier. | will defer to attorney Zier for his opine, but based on his research, | believe
we can re-institute the volunteer program involving taking dogs offsite after the City updates our liability
waivers, which should be accomplished by Friday. Volunteers that sign the waiver will be eligible to
participate with approval of our animal control officer.

Additionally, as a result of the veterinarian's assessment of the four diseased puppies that were
housed last week, we will be altering our housing for intakes for a period that runs until Friday, August 1%
to conduct an assessment. The City will continue to receive dogs during this time, however instead of
immediately housing them in our shelter we will be reaching out to Aiken County Animal Control for
assistance in housing. In the event that shelter is full and cannot accept the dog(s) during this time, Public
Safety has made arrangements with a veterinarian to house any intakes at his facility during this time
period.

Lastly, City water service is scheduled to be temporarily interrupted in the areas of Hammond’s Ferry,
Riverside Village, and the River Club Subdivisions beginning at 11:00 pm to approximately 5:00
overnight on Tuesday July 22, 2025. Water service interruption is necessary to allow for the replacement
of a leaking service valve.





