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South Carolina's Riverfront

MUNICIPAL ELECTION COMMISSION
MINUTES OF MAY 1, 2025

Ben Watson, Chairperson
Alphia Dunbar, Commissioner

ORDER OF BUSINESS

The Municipal Election Commission meeting of May 1, 2025, having been duly publicized, was called to
order by Chairperson Ben Watson at 11:00 a.m. in the Council Conference Room on the third floor of the
Municipal Center.

Per Section 30-4-80(e) notice of the meeting was posted on the outside doors of the Municipal Center, the
main bulletin board of the Municipal Center located on the first floor, and the City of North Augusta
website.

Present were Commissioners Alphia Dunbar, and Ben Watson. Also, in attendance was Jamie Paul, City
Clerk, GIS Analyst Kevin Whaley, and City Attorney Kelly Zier.

ITEM 3:  Administration of Oath of Canvassers

Clerk Paul administered the Oath of Canvassers to the Municipal Election Commission Members.

ITEM 4: Provisional Ballot Hearing, if necessary

Clerk Paul stated that both Aiken and Edgefield County Registration & Elections did not have any
provisional ballots for the April 29, 2025 Municipal General and Special Election.

ITEM 5: Canvassing of VVotes

MEC reviewed the unofficial numbers provided by Aiken County and Edgefield County. Clerk Paul
explained that there were no failsafe ballots that were counted at Aiken and Edgefield County. She added
that Aiken and Edgefield spreadsheets include the absentee and early vote totals. (See Attachment #5)

Clerk Paul reviewed with MEC the excel sheet that was done by GIS Analyst Whaley the night of the
election with the MEC and that a review of the tape totals to the excel sheet the following day that was done
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Clerk Paul and GIS Analyst Whaley that one write-in number was missed in Precinct North Augusta 29
and noted on the excel sheet, Clerk Paul explained that the reports provided by Aiken County Regisiration
& Elections which include the early and absentee votes versus the tape totals that there was a minor
discrepancy in the difference of totals ranging from 1 to 4 votes off. She stated that the difference of the
vote totals does not impact the outcome of the candidate winners. She noted that Edgefield votes match
the tape totals and the reports. She added that it is up to the MEC which numbers to certify for the record.
(See Attachment #5a)

Discussion ensued relative to the tape totals and report totals.

MEC came to the consensus to use the Aiken County Registration and Elections reports for final vote
numbers which include the early and absentee votes.

ITEM 6: _ Certification of the Official Results for the April 29, 2025 Municipal General Election

MEC discussed the official results and requested that the Clerk update the letter to the City’s Mayor and
Council to reflect the official results using the Aiken and Edgefield Registration and Elections report total
sheets provided after the election.

Clerk Paul stated that she will update the letter with the combined vote totals for the MEC to sign and that
she will provide a copy to Mayor Williams.

It was moved by Commissionmember Dunbar, seconded by Chairperson Watson, to certify the Official

Results for the April 29, 2025 Municipal General Election using the Aiken and Edgefield Registration and
Elections report total sheets provided after the election. Unanimously Approved. (See Attachment #6)

ITEM 7: Adjournment

There being no further business, the commission adjourned the meeting at 11:08am.

Approved this (ﬂ day of Respectfully submitted,

May, 2025. p 0

ie Paul, City Clerk
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Post-Election Reconciliation, Audit &
Canvass Checklist

County: (Yien ElectionDate: _“*la gl . <

Election Name: (1.,1&, ,4,; D'_JQC Lo

IMPORTANT: No thumb drives should be loaded into ElectionWare nor results reported prior to

7:00 PM on Election Day. Begin completing this checklist after 7:00 PM through the
Board of Canvassers meeting.

Initials

N/A

Emergeriéy Ballots

All emergency ballots have been accounted for, scanned, and included in the
election night totals.

"
e

Any unscannable ballots have been duplicated and properly scanned.

Absentee Precinct & Ballots

All eligible absentee ballots have been accounted for, scanned, and included in
election night totals. (Note: Exceptions for UOCAVA ballots received by mail up
to 5:00 PM the day before the canvass meeting)

Any unscannable ballots have been duplicated and properly scanned.

A

All absentee thumb drives have been read/loaded into ElectionWare and checked
against results tapes and/or reports.

Absentee report RPO005 has been reviewed to ensure accurate entry of data and
number of ballots returned to ballots cast in ElectionWare. {Note: These numbers
may not match due to rejected and challenged absentee ballots, as well as minar
clerical issues. This review is intended to identify significant discrepancies.)

NEA

Any absentee ballots in Attention Envelopes have been entered into VREMS,
deposited and sealed in a ballot box, and secured.

Any absentee ballots that have been challenged have been documented,
deposited and sealed in a ballot box, and secured to be presented at the Board of
Canvassers hearing.

Early Voting Centers & Ballots

All eligible early voting ballots have been accounted for, scanned, and included in
election night totals.

Any unscannable ballots have been duplicated and properly scanned.

Early voting center reconciliation worksheets have been reviewed and an
accounting of all ballots have been performed.

All early voting thumb drives have been read/loaded into ElectionWare and
checked against results tapes and/or reports.

IR AN

ElectionWare and/or results tapes were compared to Turnout Count totals in
Connect. {All totals match excluding explainable minor deviations)

Any early voting ballots that have been challenged have been documented,
deposited and sealed in a ballot box, and secured to be presented at the Board of |
Canvassers hearing.
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Election Day Precincts & Ballots

All eligible election day ballots have been accounted for, scanned, and included
in election night totals.

All eligible in-office failsafe ballots have been accounted for, scanned, and
included in election night totals.

Any unscannable ballots have been duplicated and properly scanned.

Precinct ballot reconciliation worksheets have been reviewed and an accounting
of all ballots have been performed,

All election day precinct thumb drives have been read/loaded into ElectionWare
and checked against results tapes and/or reports,

All in-office failsafe thumb drives have been read/loaded into ElectionWare and
checked against results tapes and/or reports.

ElectionWare and/or results tapes were compared to Turnout Count totals in
Connect. (All totals match excluding explainable minor deviations)

Provisional Ballots (Failsafe Provisional and Chailenge)

All bailot boxes, blue bins, and scanner compartments have been accounted for,
opened, and inspected for any provisional ballots.

NI NN N

Precinct ballot reconciliation worksheets have been reviewed and an accounting
of all provisional ballots has been performed.

Ending serial numbers and guantities used from Faiisafe Provisional and
Emergency/Provisional ballots has been verified. (Note: This is extra measure to
ensure all provisional ballots are accounted for and were not left in bins, supply
boxes, folders, etc. by the Clerk)

N\

All provisional ballots have been located, deposited in a ballot box, and secured.

Provisional Ballot Preparation for Board of Canvassers

All provisional ballots have been properly researched by office staff with
information and recommendations provided for the Board of Canvassers.

All provisional ballots have been sorted and organized to present to the Board.
(Note: For larger numbers of ballots, information may be entered into a
spreadsheet and distributed to those present at the hearing. Ballots should be
organized and sorted by category and may be voted on in blocks)

Hand Count Audits

Hand count audits for precincts, offices, and contests, as chosen by the SEC, have
been performed.

Any discrepancies have been resolved and/or documented.

Hand count audit forms have been completed and returned to the SEC.

Board of Canvassers

Election night totals have been reviewed, an accounting of all ballots performed,
and results loaded into ElectionWare for the following election types:

e Election Day

¢ In-Office Failsafe

e Early Voting

¢ Absentee

¢ Emergency (back to precinct)




ATTACHMENT #5
Page 3 of 15

Any qualifying UOVAVA ballots, received after election day, have been included in
the election totals,

NN

All provisional ballots heard and accepted by the Board of Canvassers have been
opened, scanned, tabulated and included in the election totals.

Any unscannable ballots have been duplicated, properly scanned, and included in
the election totals.

Ballots rejected and set aside by the Board of Canvassers have been documented
and placed in a separate ballot box.

All of the above steps were done in accordance with the applicable procedures
set forth in the latest version of the EPRAG.

/
/.
/

The final Summary Report has been changed from “Unofficial” to “Official” and
provided to the Board of Canvassers.

/

The Official Summary Report has been compared to the Election Night Summary
Report to ensure all ballots have been tabulated, loaded into ElectionWare and is
properly reporting.

This form must be presented to the Board of Canvassers prior to the certification of results.

Signature of Director:DO.m:— @:&,A_I‘,t._-_r-\ Date: ‘-H 39{ >5

IMPORTANT

The Items Below Must be Completed Immediately Following the Canvass Meeting

D Signed Canvass Sheet and Official Summary Report have been emailed to the SEC.

D Certified election results have been uploaded to ENR and made “OFFICIAL".

D Candidate Statuses have been updated in VREMS.
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Election Results Report PageFGIALSRESULTS
City of North Augusta General Election
April 29, 2025 Aiken County, SC
ieti TOTAL Election Day Early Voting  Absentee Failsafe Provisional Failsafe
Stat,s“cs Mail Provisional
Election Day Precincts Reporting 22 of 22 19 0 0 1 1 1
Absentee/ Early Precinets Reporting 19 of 19 0 19 19 0 0 0
Registered Voters - Total 16,665
Ballots Cast - Total 2459 2385 68 6 0 0 0
Voter Turnout - Total 14.76%
Straight Party
Vote For 1
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting  Absentee Failsafe Provisional Failsafe
Mail Provisional
Republican 410 68.91% 393 14 3 0 0
Democratic 185 31.09% 178 6 1 0 0
Total Votes Cast 595  100.00% 571 20 4 0 0
Mayor North Augusta
Vote For 1
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting  Absentee Failsafe Provisicnal  Failsafe
Mail Provisional
REP Briton § Williams 1,326 63.23% 1,283 37 6 0 0
Write-In Totals mn 36.77% 749 2 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 2,097  100.00% 2,032 59 6 0 0
City Council At Large North Augusta
Vote For 3
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting  Absentee Failsafe Provisional Failsafe
Mail Provisional
REP Pat C Carpenter 1,393 25.80% 1,357 30 6 0 0 0
REP Robert Freitas 1,351 25.02% 1,306 40 5 0 0 0
REP Jenafer McCauley 1,209 22.39% 1,168 35 6 1 0 0
DEM Dennis Briatico 1,341 24.84% 1,303 37 1 0 0 0
Write-In Totals 105 1.94% m 4 0 0 0 0
Tota! Votes Cast 5399  100.00% 5,235 146 18 0 0 0
City Council At Large Unexpired Term North Augusta
Vote For 1
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting Absentee Failsafe Provisional  Failsafe
Mail Provisional
REP John M Felak 1,588 93.47% 1,536 46 ] 0 0 0
Write-In Totals m 6.53% 105 6 0 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 1,699  100.00% 1,641 52 6 0 0 0
01 - Election Results Report - 04/30/2025 02:47PM Page 10of 1
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Election Results Report
City of North Augusta General Election

ATTACHMENT #5
UNOFRIGIALRESULTS

April 29, 2025 Aiken County, SC
Statistics TOTAL Election Day Early Voting Absenteg Failsafe Provisional Fqil§afe
Mail Provisional
Election Day Precincts Reporting 220f 22 19 0 0 1 1 1
Absentee/ Early Precincts Reporting 190f 19 0 19 19 0 0 0
Registered Voters - Total 16,665
Ballots Cast - Total 2459 2,383 68 6 0 0 0
Voter Turnout - Total 14.76%
Straight Party
Vote For 1
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voling Absentee Failzafe Provizional  Failsafe
Mail Provisiona
Republican 410 68.91% 393 14 3 0 0 0
Democratic 185 31.09% 178 6 1 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 595  100.00% 571 20 4 0 0
Mayor North Augusta
Vote For 1
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting  Absentes Failsafe Provisional  Failsafe
Mail Provisional
REP Briton S Williams 1,326 63.23% 1,283 37 6 0 0
Write-In Totals m 36.77% 749 22 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 2,097 100.00% 2,032 59 6 0 0
City Council At Large North Augusta
Vote For 3
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting  Absentee Failsafe Provisional  Failsafe
Mail Provisional
REP Pat C Carpenter 1,393 25.80% 1,357 30 6 0 0 0
REP Roben Freitas 1,351 25.02% 1,306 40 5 0 0 0
REP Jenafer McCauley 1,209 22.3%% 1,168 35 6 0 0 0
DEM Dennis Briatico 1,341 24 .84% 1,303 37 1 0 0 0
Write-In Totals 105 1.94% 101 4 0 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 5399  100.00% 5,235 146 18 0 0 0
City Council At Large Unexpired Term North Augusta
Vote For 1
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting Absentee Failsafe Provisionat  Failsafe
Mail Provisional
REP John M Felak 1,588 93.47% 1,536 46 6 0 0 0
Write-In Totals m 6.53% 105 6 0 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 1,699  100.00% 1,641 52 6 0 0 0

01 - Election Results Report - 04/30/2025 02:46PM
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Election Results Report
City of North Augusta General Election
April 29, 2025

ATTACHMENT #5

PLONOFEIGIAE RESULTS

Edgefield County, SC

Statistics TOTAL Election Day Early Voting :ﬂubser'n:}:eaeiI Failsafe Provisional
Election Day Precincts Reporting 3of3 1 0 0 1 1
Absentee/ Early Precincts Reporting 1of1 0 1 1 0 0
Registered Voters - Total 289
Balfots Cast - Total 10 10 0 0 0 0
Voter Turnout - Total 3.46%
Straight Party
Vote For 1
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting Absenhtﬂs.-aeiI Failsafe Provisional
Republican 0 0 0 0 0 0
Democratic 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 0 0 0 0 0 0
Contest Totals 10 10 0 0 0 0
Mayor North Augusta
Vote For 1
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting Absen&e;l Failsafe Provisional
REP Briton S Williams 6 60.00% 6 0 0 0 0
Write-In Totals 4 40.00% 4 0 0 0 0
Write-In: Richard Fletcher 4 40.00% 4 0 0 0 0
Not Assigned 0 0.00% 0 0 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 10 100.00% 10 0 0 0 0
Contest Totals 10 10 0 0 0 0
City Council At Large North Augusta
Vote For 3
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting Absenhta?il Failsafe Provisional
REP Pat C Carpenter [ 21.43% 6 0 0 0 0
REP Robert Freitas 8 28.57% 8 0 0 0 0
REP Jenafer McCauley 7 25.00% 7 0 0 0 ¢
DEM Dennis Briatico 6 21.43% 6 0 0 0 0
Write-In Totals 1 3.57% 1 0 0 0 ]
Write-In: Crystal Newsome-Baskett 1 3.57% 1 0 0 0 0
Write-In: Krystal Newsome-Baskett 0 0.00% 0 0 0 0 0
Not Assigned 0 0.00% 0 0 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 28 100.00% 28 0 0 0 0
Contest Totals 30 30 0 0 0 0
City Council At Large Unexpired Term North Augusta
Vate For 1
TOTAL VOTE% CElection Day Early Voting Absentee Failsafe Provisional
Mail
REP John M Felak 8 100.00% 8 0 0 0 i3
Write-In Totals 0 0.00% i} a 0 0 ]
Not Assigned 0 0.00% 0 0 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 8  100.00% 8 0 0 0 0
Contest Totals 10 10 0 0 0 0
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Election Results Report PagelfF 63146 RESULTS
City of North Augusta General Election
April 29, 2025 Edgefield County, SC
Statistics TOTAL Election Day Early Voling Absentee Failsafe Provisional
Mail
Election Day Precincts Reporting 3of3 1 0 0 1 1
Absentee/ Early Precincts Reporling 10f1 ] 1 1 0 0
Registered Voters - Total 289
Ballots Cast - Total 10 10 0 0 0 0
Voter Turnout - Total 3.46%
Straight Party
Vote For 1
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting Absentee Failsafe Provisional
Mail
Republican 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dernocratic 0 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 0 0 0 0 0
Contest Totals 10 10 0 0 0 0
Mayor North Augusta
Vote For 1
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting Absentee Failsafe Provisional
Mail
REP Briton S Williams & 60.00% 6 0 0 0 0
Write-In Totals 4 40.00% 4 0 0 0 0
Write-In: Richard Fletcher 4 40.00% 4 0 0 0 0
Not Assigned 0 0.00% 0 0 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 10 100.00% 10 0 0 0 0
Contest Totals 10 10 0 0 0 0

City Council At Large North Augusta

Vote For 3

TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting  Absentee Failsafe Provisionat
Mail

REP Pat C Carpenter 6 21.43% 6 0 0 0 0
REP Robert Freitas 8 28.57% 8 0 ] 0 0
REP Jenafer McCauley 7 25.00% 7 0 0 0 0
DEM Dennis Briatico 6 21.43% 6 0 0 0 0
Write-In Totals 1 3.57% 1 0 0 ¢ 0
Write-In: Crystal Newsome-Baskett 1 3.57% 1 0 0 ¢ o
Write-In: Krystal Newsome-Baskett 0 0.00% 0 0 0 0 0
Not Assigned 0 0.00% 0 0 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 28 100.00% 28 0 0 0 0
Contest Totals 30 30 0 0 0 0

City Council At Large Unexpired Term North Augusta

Vote For 1
TOTAL VOTE% Election Day Early Voting l!xbsenkt“aagr Failsafe Provisional
REP John M Felak 8 100.00% 8 0 0 0 )
Write-In Totals 0 0.00% 0 0 ¢ 0 0
Not Assigned 0 0.00% 0 0 0 0 0
Total Votes Cast 8 100.00% 8 0 0 0 0
Contest Totals 10 10 0 0 0 0
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ATTACHMENT #6
Page 1 of 1

Municipal Election Commission

P. O. Box 6400, North Augusta, SC 29861
South Carolina's Rnuerfronr

May 1, 2025

The Honorable Briton S. Williams, Mayor
City of North Augusta

P.O. Box 6400

North Augusta, South Carolina 29861
Dear Mayor Williams and City Council,

We, the Municipal Election Commission of the City of North Augusta, hereby certify the following official
results for General Election conducted on April 29, 2025.

Republican Party: Briton S. Williams, Mayor - Elected with 1,332 votes*

We, the Municipal Election Commission of the City of North Augusta, hereby certify the following official
results for General Election conducted on April 29, 2025.

Democralic Party: Dennis Briatico, Councilmember — Elected with 1,347 votes*
Republican Party: Pat C. Carpenter, Councilmember — Elected with 1,399 votes*
Robert Freitas, Councilmember — Elected with 1,359 votes*

Jenafer McCauley, Councilmember — Not Elected with 1,216 votes

We, the Municipal Election Commission of the City of North Augusta, hereby certify the following official
results for General Election conducted on April 29, 2025.

Republican Party: John M. Felak, Councilmember — Elected with 1,596 votes*

Sincerely,

N

Ben Watson — Chaiﬁnan

ﬁwwbmm_

lp a Dunbar

*Winners noted with an asterisk





